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STARTING A BUSINESS

    Mark Church
Chief Elections Officer &

Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder

San Mateo County
555 County Center

Redwood City, California 94063
650.363.4500

AGENCIES TO CONTACT FOR 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS

The organizations listed below may have rules and regulations 
that apply to businesses that operate within their jurisdiction, are 
industry specific, or both.

FEDERAL AGENCIES
ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE BUREAU 
NATIONAL REVENUE CENTER
550 Main St., Ste. 8002, Cincinnati   OH 45202
(877) 882-3277
www.ttb.gov
The TTB handles the federal permit applications, collects alcohol, 
tobacco, firearms and ammunition excise taxes, and regulates 
this industry.

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE (IRS)
450 Golden Gate Ave., 1st Floor, San Francisco   CA 94102-3400
(415) 522-4061
(800) 829-4933
www.irs.gov
The IRS issues federal tax identification numbers to corporations, 
partnerships or businesses with employees.

U.S.  FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION (FDA) 
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville   MD 20857
(888) 463-6332
www.fda.gov
The FDA regulates products sold in the U.S., issues product 
approvals and recalls and monitors products on the market for 
public safety.

CA DEPT. OF HEALTH SERVICES, FOOD & DRUG BRANCH
1500 Capitol Ave., MS 7602
P.O. Box 997435, Sacramento   CA 95899
(916) 650-6500
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/Pages/FDB Food and Drug Branch.aspx

The California Food & Drug Branch issues permits to food 
manufacturers and wholesalers.

CA CONTRACTOR’S STATE LICENSE BOARD
9821 Business Park Drive, Sacramento   CA 95827
(800) 321-2752
www.cslb.ca.gov
The Contractor’s State License Board licenses and regulates 
contractors in 43 license classifications.

FRANCHISE TAX BOARD (FTB)
121 Spear St., Ste. 400, San Francisco  CA 94105
(800) 852-5711
www.ftb.ca.gov
The FTB is responsible for administering two of California’s major 
tax programs: Personal Income Tax and the Corporation Tax.

COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER’S OFFICE
555 County Center, 1st Floor, Redwood City  CA 94063
(650) 363-4500
www.smcare.org
The County Clerk-Recorder's Office handles the filing of Fictitious 
Business Names Statements, provides forms and offers guidance 
to new business owners.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Agriculture, Weights & Measures
728 Heller St., Redwood City  CA 94064
(650) 363-4700
www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/agwm
Business owners with commercial weighing or measuring 
devices (scales, gas pumps,etc.) or retail price scanner systems 
must register with the County Sealer of Weights and Measures. 
Devices and scanner systems are inspected periodically for 
accuracy.

STATE AGENCIES

COUNTY AGENCIES

COUNTY AGENCIES CONTINUED

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
2000 Alameda de las Pulgas, Suite 100, San Mateo  CA 94403
(650) 372-6200  
www.smhealth.org/environ
Environmental Health issues permits to businesses that prepare or 
sell food to the general public, store hazardous materials, generate 
hazardous or medical wastes, practice body art, or operate a public 
swimming pool. 

PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARTMENT
455 County Center, Redwood City  CA 94063
Planning: (650) 363-4161, Building: (650) 599-7311 
www.co.sanmateo.ca.us/planning

BUILDING DIVISION
Issues building permits to owners and/or licensed contractors for 
property located in the unincorporated area of the county when 
different types of construction or landscaping is undertaken.

PLANNING DIVISION
Determines if a business use meets the zoning requirements in an 
area, if a special Use Permit is required and if other zoning 
requirements apply to the business and/or the property.

SAN MATEO COUNTY ORDINANCE CODE
http://municipalcodes.lexisnexis.com/codes/sanmateo
See Title 5:  Business Regulations

TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR’S OFFICE
555 County Center, 1st Floor, Redwood City  CA 94063
(650) 363-4979
The San Mateo County Treasurer/Tax Collector issues business 
licenses for certain kinds of businesses that are located in the 
County's unincorporated area.

SAN MATEO COUNTY
ASSESSOR-COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER-ELECTIONS
555 County Center
Redwood City, CA 94063
650.363.4500
www.smcare.org
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  (Published January 2009. Information subject to change.)






