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Imposing a one — eight of one percent retail transactions and use tax

Local governments have been placing sales tax measures on the ballot in response to alleged budgetary
problems. Such budgetary problems are the result of wasteful and or excessive spending by local
government officials, including high pension costs and excessive personnel costs.

Sales taxes are very regressive taxes that disproportionately burden the lower income(poor) members
of our community. There is little to no relationship between the amount of increased sales taxes paid
and the benefits received by the taxpayer. Local sales tax increases create geographical variations in
sales tax rates which place local businesses at a competitive disadvantage.

The facts are, one — an overwhelming number of commuters / riders of Cal Trains make an average of
$120,000 annually, two — the overwhelming number of commuters / riders work in corporate America
and are not classified as essential workers, can and do work from home when we are in times like we
are in, three — blue collar / essential workers do not have the ability to work from home and Cal Trans is
not their first option for commuting to work. Bottom line, this is a public transportation service that
primarily serves the rich / powerful / and affluent population here in the Bay Area.

Last but certainly not least, the CEO of Cal Trains, Jim Hartnett’s annual salary is $543,792......as
compared to our governor, Gavin Newsome, whose annual salary is $201,680. Mr. Hartnett and the
board of Cal Trans should be ashamed of themselves!

Please join me in voting against this measure!
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